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Press Release 
Fabio Bortolazzi, President of Catullo Spa, the managing company of Verona and Brescia airports, attended today at the Italy & South Eastern Europe Investment Forum that was organized by the Ministry of Economic Development, and presented the next strategic development steps for both airports: diversification of traffic flows and fulfilment of the system project between Verona,  Brescia and Milan airports.
Verona, 11th February 2010 – During his speech at the Italy & South Eastern Europe Investment Forum Fabio Bortolazzi, President of Catullo Spa, explained the strategy that Verona and Brescia airports are going to adopt in the coming months. Two are the key elements: diversification of traffic flows with more low cost flights and  fulfilment of the largest integrated airports system project in the South of Europe, South European Airport System, establishing an agreement with Milan airports.
Air transportation has been suffering from economic crisis since 2008 (Eurocontrol announced a 6,6% traffic loss in Europe in 2009 in comparison with 2008) and the resulting scenario, which is extremely complex, is requiring hard strategic decisions both in the long and short term. Verona airport was recently the protagonist of two significant events: status change form military to civil airport, thus meaning that Air Force land properties are progressively becoming civil areas, and entrustment for airport management to Catullo Spa (registered at National Audit Office on 12th February 2009) for a period of forty years. These two elements are strictly connected and functional to the development plan that is going to be carried out in the next four years. Estimated investments for the said period are around 78 million Euro and traffic figures are expected to reach 4,5 million passengers in 2014. 

The industrial plan will follow two different directions, such as for instance: develop infrastructure in passengers and air carriers areas, open new routes to both incoming and outgoing air traffic, enhance commercial revenues by increasing non aviation business. The aim is particularly to improve low cost connections thus following the current traffic diversification policy (scheduled, charter and low cost flights). Infrastructures are under  improvement, in order to differentiate passengers flow. Business travellers may then be offered a service that is well targeted to their needs, while low cost flyers may count on a different service according to their requirements. Starting from this year already, a terminal for low cost flights will be ready for use, offering better shopping areas, as well as facilities and car parks. Not to forget that, becoming a civil airport, the Catullo is progressively converting military areas into civil ones and its growing capacity is going to become four times higher then now . 
The development plan for Montichiari airport has already been presented to Enac and could be started only after the National Council confirmation (16th February 2010) for the entrustment for airport management. If Catullo Spa will be entrusted as the unique legitimate managing company, the cargo business will be further enhanced at Brescia terminal, aiming at a progressive development of the aviation business as a whole (both low cost and charter flights) to the airport highest capacity.
The other key element of the airports development strategy is the so called South European Airport System, a project according to which Verona, Brescia and Milan area airports will be parts of a unique Airport System. The project, first and only in Italy, will create a structure comparable to the largest integrated airport systems in Northern Europe, counting on a 60 million passengers catchment’s area and over one million tons in cargo traffic per year. A virtual line across the North of Italy will create a strategic and functional link between Verona, Brescia and Milan airports.

Studies outlined excellent business opportunities. Each terminal will keep its specific features to the advantage of the whole system. Verona will increase the number of business and tourist travellers through a strategic diversification policy (scheduled, low cost and charter flights) and will become the North Eastern traffic platform, working in synergy with Milan airports (particularly with Linate airport, which is almost saturated). Brescia will become a logistic platform instead and will exploit all its 3000 metres fields, also considerino the limitations due to the close Ghedi airport, which plays a strategic role in national defence. Milan airports will improve their current specializations in long-haul flights, cargo services and business travel. 
The infrastructural plans for the coming years will also make these airports more easily accessible. We may just think about the high speed motorway Milan-Verona. The so-called BreBeMi will connect Brescia and Milan within 2012 and Brescia airport will be joined to the new Ospitaletto-Montichiari (“Corda Molle) motorway. Verona and Brescia airports will then become a more and more important intermodal center for local business development. 
To start activating the project, shareholders are now being involved so that they could support the plan and believe in its potentialities as a significant opportunity for the whole region.
Current figures show that 4 million passengers travelled from Verona and Brescia airports during the year 2009. The two airports offer scheduled, low cost and charter flights for all the most requested leisure and business destinations, in Italy, Europe and internationally.  Verona is the second airport in Italy for charter traffic. 
National and International airlines operate from the two terminals, such as Air France, Alitalia, Lufthansa, Meridiana, Ryanair, Wind Jet, Air Malta, Air Slovakia, Blue Air, Albanian Airlines, Belle Air, Carpatair, Vueling, Transavia e Germanwings, together with Air Dolomiti and Air Italy which made Verona their main base. South Eastern Europe, an interesting destination for its trading opportunities, is also well served with flights to Bucharest, Chisinau, Pristina, Skopje, Sofia and Tirana and load factor reaching over 70% in 2009.
The airports development plan is also considering South Eastern Europe as an interesting destination area and aims at increasing existing connections both for passengers and cargo transportation, in order to sustain business relationships and in line with the above described strategic policy of flow diversification.
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